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‘The State Department still main- 
tains the United States never bugged 
the South Korean presidential pal-. 
ace, despite a contrary report from 
the former U.S. ambassador to Seoul. 

The diplomat, now retired, is Wil-. 
liam Porter, ambassador to South 

‘Korea from 1967 to 1971 — a time of 

increasing political’ repression by 
President’ Park Chung Hee and a: 
time when rice merchant Tongsun ° 
-Park began thinking about lobbying : 
Congress + with. million’..inicash —. 
on behaif of his country.) fee te 


_’ Asked why not, he said, “Because I 
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Porter was asked in a.CBS News 
documentary persterday about re- 
poe the South Korean Blue House 

ad been bugged by U.S. intelligence. 


Porter replied, “I was told that it - 
had stopped before my arrival.’ . 
Pressed as to whether that meant it « 


: Gid occur before, he said, ‘Maybe it 
_-~ I was told that it was not function- 
. ing and I gave a specific order that it. 


wasnottoberenewed,.” — + 


didn’t feel the risks warranted what 
we would get.” egy Fey 
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